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FOREWORD 


December 10, 1988 marked the 40th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights which was adopted 
by the United Nations in 1948. The Universal Declaration, 
together with the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, as well as the Optional Protocol to the 
latter Covenant, constitute the “International Bill of Human 
Rights”. 


This anniversary was the occasion for special celebrations 
across Canada. A large number of events and activities were 
organized by governments, human rights commissions and by 
non-governmental organizations to commemorate this special 
anniversary and to salute the many dedicated and concerned 
people who gave generously of their time, talents and energy 
to highlight the importance of the Universal Declaration and 
to promote respect for its principles. As Dr. John P. 
Humphrey stated after receiving a United Nations human 
rights prize on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary: "Never 
in the history of the Universal Declaration has it received the 
attention which it has received during this fortieth anniver- 
sary. I hope that this may be the élan vital that will help us 
to bring peace to our world and universal recognition of the 
dignity of man and of woman". 


This report on Canada’s observance of Human Rights Day, 
1988 outlines the activities organized in Canada to celebrate 
the Anniversary. It has been prepared in close co-operation 
with the provinces and territories and has been submitted to 
the United Nations. It is published in Canada and is being 
distributed to interested groups and individuals as part of the 
continuing human rights educational program of Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship Canada. It is an invitation to all 
Canadians to persevere in their efforts to promote respect for 
human rights. 


Human Rights Directorate 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 
Ottawa KIA 0M5 


October 1989 


1S2NO-PION NP SHHONHDL ~ SAHONHDL 1S2MUUON 


uoxn A DANIN-2H2L — PUE|PUNOJ MIN Eu2qIY ve Gil 
Apawwiy “§ 12804 ajqrpfouoy à auAqueyjeg IPEUDIN 2/4EMNOUOH 2UL 2819A UUAT 2[GEINOUOH UL UEUHQ YOY 2Q/INOUOH YL j 
SSSR 


RP rer B8OL AR) ST 


CN Le 
P-2UHQ-Np-21| - PUEISI PIEMPI PUL =") anbluur11g-214W0109 - eiquinjoD ysnug R EGONUEN 
Dr LS TA ne oe eg) 


ES 
UD “qd aude aJqusnoulH Te a) UOSUEH [247 alqeinouoy 2UL DEN wif 2JQEMNOUOH 2UL 
HOLMSURIA-NEDANON — HIMSUMIG MON FT Bas 2$$034-21PANON — ENOIS EAON OT) yay 
NOds UE] 2GEMNOUOH 2UL 


DDHON [PEG AGEINOUOH AU SIUUDW [ SEWOUL 2JGEINOUCH AU 


0 


par N vo jnoadsas UDWIDUIAANOs squdUTUIDAOB 2AN99d$S91 NDI 
Ind] 2P WOU NE sanstuTU soy Jed aDUBIS JO Jfeyaq uo sraistutyy Aq pousis 
2.418 ‘Q]JasoATUN UONEIEID9( ‘UONEJETD2( [ESIDAIUN 
æ E] SUEP Saouou» sadrourd sa] 2948 PIODOV UD au) UT poqns2p safdiourd oy) im 3OUEPIO0E 
‘sno} ap SHOJP SA] 19 AHUBIP vy] MOANOWOId & 19 19199ds91 UI SUOÂI9A JO SIU8U UeuNU pue ANUBIP ay AOWOId 
& QUUDIPLULD 319190S EJ IP S2IQUOU SA] SNO1 SNO.LIANI SNO N pur 19adsai 0} A191D0s UEIPEUED JO SIOqWIOUW |v F.LIANI 4 N\ 
“sno} ap $2199d$91 19 ‘Tre Aq pa1o2dsaz pur 
SNUUOD JUAIOS SAEJUDUIEPUOJ SHHOQIT 19 SMOIP Sy UMOUY JE SUIOPIaY PUE SIUSI [EJUSUEPUN] 
epeut) ne.nb uye 12104109 & SNOHOVONA SNON SNO N ‘epeUeyD UI ‘YI 2INSU9 O} JaPIO UT JIvIOGLTJOD O1 JOCATd 4 AA 
‘Saruf SUONEN soy Jed sa1dope surw0Y | ‘SUONEN PAIUN oy) 
dP SUOIP sap AJ[PSIDAIUN UONEIED9 EI SUEP SI199p anb sja1 Aq paidope SJUSN uewny JO UONEJE22( IESIDATUN 
auuosiad EJ ap SHOIP sa] SIDAUD JUdWIseSUD 2HOU SNONMIANON SNO N dU} UT INO Jas SJUBII UEUUNU dy) O1 JUSUTWWIOS INO WYTANOO 4 AA 
‘PUOU AJ SUEP xied ‘PHOM OU] UI 
EI op 19 20nsn/ vj ap ‘aVoqy] EI op AUTNE,] € JOIANIO.p dovad pur aonsn{ ‘WOP291J SUTADTYOR SPIEMO]J YIOM 
dupiqesuodsai ej 1UO AUUSIPEUED 9191908 ET 9p S2IQUAU O1 Aiiqisuodsai ay sey A19120$ UEIPEUE) JO IQ 
say sno anb 39 grusIp EJ 19 AUOQM EJ SUEP STATA Op WOIP Ayoad eu pue Ayusip ur jenbs pur saI5 UO 21€ ssuloq 
3] & auuosiad ano1 dnb adiourd 3] suOu}EI SINOISSNOS SOON | UEUUNU [ye 1e) ajdound ou wayyeod ‘GANOISUAGNN AHL ‘4 N\ 


ANNOH.T 4d SLIOHG S4Q SLHOI NVWOH 40 
ATTHSHAHAINN NOLLVYV Todd NOLLVUYVIOAC TVSHHAINN FHL tO 
VTT 4Q AHIVSHHAINNV OY” AUVSHHAINNV HLOY AHL JO 
Nd NOISVIDO.T ¥ NOILLVWVTOOUd NOISVOOO HHL NO NOLLVWVTOOUd 


Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the 
equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in 
the world, 


Now, therefore, 
The General Assembly, 


Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as 
a common standard of achievement for all peoples and 
all nations to the end that every individual and every 
organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in 
mind, shall strive by teaching and education’ to promote 
respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive 
measures, national and international, to secure their 
universal and effective recognition and observance, both 
among the peoples of Members States themselves and 
among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction. 


Article 1 


All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience 
and should act towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood. 


(Excerpts from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
The complete text is annexed.) 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61117012583 
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INTRODUCTION 
General 


1, Resolution 423(V), adopted by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, invites all states and interested organiza- 
tions to celebrate the proclamation of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (December 10, 1948) by observing December 10 
of each year, as Human Rights Day. The General Assembly, in 
Resolution 41/150 of 4 December 1986, called on Member States 
to recognize and celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Declara- 
tion. Canada, by co-sponsoring this resolution, hoped to re- 
focus attention on this important document. 


2; Prepared in response to the request of the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, this report provides a brief 
account of the many activities conducted in Canada to celebrate 
Human Rights Day, 1988 and the 40th Anniversary of the 
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
report also serves as a tribute to human rights commissions, 
non-governmental organizations, community groups, and all 
those who devoted time and energy to bring the importance of 
human rights concerns to the attention of their fellow Cana- 
dians. The financial and technical assistance of governments 
and the co-operation of the media in publicizing information 
and events contributed greatly to their success. 


3. The activities planned for the celebration in Canada were 
designed to reach as many Canadians as possible; to involve 
not only the organizations and individuals who, year by year, 
promote the cause of human rights, but also those to whom 
human rights might seem an issue of no personal concern. The 
Department of the Secretary of State was given primary 
responsibility for promoting the celebrations (see also paragraph 
8). To this end, the Department developed a 40th anniversary 
logo and an information kit which was distributed early in the 
Anniversary year to voluntary organizations, provincial and 
territorial governments, and federal departments and agencies. 
Recipients were invited to use the logo on their stationery and 
to develop plans for the celebration of the Anniversary. In 
1987-88, support in the amount of $600,000 was provided for 35 
groups. Additional funds ($500,000) were allocated in 1988-89 
to projects for Human Rights Day, December 10, 1988. 


Organization of the Report 


4. The report consists of an introduction and three parts. 
Part I describes events organized or carried out by federal 


government departments and agencies and by national non- 
governmental organizations (NGO’s). Part II reports briefly on 
activities in the Provinces, and Part III mentions actions which 
occurred in the Territories. 


oe The above divisions are somewhat arbitrary, since many 
events were organized jointly by governments and voluntary 
groups, e.g. a 40th anniversary committee might be composed 
of representatives from a provincial or territorial government, 
human rights commissions, and NGO’s, with financing by a 
federal government department. To avoid repetition, financial 
or technical support is, in general, only mentioned under the 
department concerned. 


I. NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Highlights 


6. The Prime Minister of Canada issued a press release on 
December 7, 1988 reminding Canadians of the importance of the 
Universal Declaration in the preservation and promotion of 
human rights and of the influence of the Declaration on the 
Canadian Bill of Rights and the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. He exhorted the people of Canada to renew their 
commitment to the principles of equality and freedom for all. 
To further mark December 10 as Human Rights Day in Canada, 
the flag of the United Nations was flown from the building of 
the Department of External Affairs and on December 15, in the 
Parliament of Canada, mention was made of the 40th Anni- 
versary of the Universal Declaration. 


2 At a meeting of federal, provincial and territorial 
ministers responsible for human rights, in September 1988, 
ministers signed a proclamation (reproduced at the beginning 
of this report) re-affirming their commitment to the provisions 
of the Universal Declaration. The Proclamation was officially 
released on December 10, 1989, Human Rights Day, and 
following this, copies of the Proclamation were widely dis- 
tributed in Canada. 


8. On Human Rights Day, December 10, 1988, at a cere- 
mony in Ottawa sponsored by the Department of the Secretary 
of State, the Governor-General presented prizes and certificates 
to 30 children for their winning entries in a national poster and 
essay contest on the 40th Anniversary organized by the 
Canadian Rights and Liberties Federation (see also paragraph 
25). Schools across the country participated in the contest and 
many entries were received from all provinces and territories. 
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The Governor-General expressed keen pleasure in this evidence 
of our young people’s interest in the cause of human rights. 
The Federation printed one of the winning entries as a calendar 
and also produced greeting cards featuring some of the winning 
entries. The entries were displayed in a brilliant show of colour 
and imagination in suitable halls of the Lorne Building which, 
until the spring 1988, had hosted the National Gallery of 
Canada. They remained on display until December 29, 1988. 
In addition to the Federation, a number of schools, organiza- 
tions and individuals were involved in this ceremony, for 
example, the Canadian Tribute to Human Rights (see also 
paragraph 27) which displayed a model of its proposed 
monument to human rights and the Central Band of the 
Canadian Armed Forces which provided the music for the 
occasion. In April 1989, the national winners in each category 
(poster and essay) visited the United Nations in New York as 
a reward for their participation. 


9. On the same occasion, the Minister of State for Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship spoke of the ideals of the Universal 
Declaration and the opportunity that such anniversaries provide 
for taking stock of progress and renewing commitment to the 
advancement of human rights in Canada and around the world. 
In the course of his remarks, the Minister reminded his 
audience of the part played by a Canadian, Professor John 
Humphrey, in the drafting of the Universal Declaration and 
noted that Professor Humphrey had been awarded the United 
Nations Human Rights Prize Awarded to Individuals who have 
Made Outstanding Contributions to the Promotion and Pro- 
tection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms during a 
ceremony held by the General Assembly on December 8, 1988. 


10. The Canadian Human Rights Commission commemorated 
the 40th anniversary of the Declaration by the publication of a 
poster using the opening words of the Declaration, "All human 
beings are born free and equal … tous les êtres humains 
naissent libres et égaux" and an accompanying booklet, The 
Right to Be Different. The booklet focussed on the state of 
human rights in Canada from the perspectives of groups whose 
rights still need recognition and protection. The Commission 
distributed 25,000 of the posters and 20,000 of the booklets in 
Canada to employers, community groups, labour unions and 
individuals, and copies were sent to Canadian missions abroad. 
The poster was presented to national and international digni- 
taries including the Governor-General of Canada, the representa- 
tive from the office of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations in New York and to the Under-Secretary-General for 
Human Rights in Geneva. In Ottawa, the Governor-General 


unveiled the poster at a reception attended by representatives 
from non-governmental organizations, parliamentarians, govern- 
ment officials, and others having special interest in human 
rights. Several additional events were organized by the 
Commission in Ottawa and by its regional offices with the 
cooperation of local organizations. 


Federal Government Departments and Agencies 


11. As part of its continuing human rights educational 
program, the Department of the Secretary of State, through its 
field offices across the country, promoted the celebration of 
Human Rights Day 1988, circulated Canada’s report on the 39th 
Anniversary, distributed promotional material on the 40th 
Anniversary and gave technical and financial support to 
voluntary organizations for activities planned for the 40th 
Anniversary and for the Day itself (see also paragraphs 3 and 
8). The Deputy Minister wrote to all his colleagues in federal 
departments and agencies drawing their attention to the 40th 
Anniversary and the information available for its promotion. 
Officers in the field assisted in numerous activities and parti- 
cipated in many events. These are reported under the name of 
the co-sponsoring organization or in the section of the province 
or territory concerned. Special citizenship ceremonies in some 
cities highlighted Human Rights Day and the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights. In addition, special articles on the 
Universal Declaration were included in newsletters of the 
Department. 


12. In order to respond to the particular needs of persons 
with visual impairment, the Department produced a version of 
the 40th Anniversary kit in braille, which included a copy of 
the Universal Declaration. The braille kit was distributed to 
national organizations which serve this section of the public. 
The Universal Declaration and the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms were transcribed on cassettes for visually impaired 
Canadians. 


13. The Department of Justice made the Anniversary a 
priority for the Human Rights Law Fund in the fiscal year 1988- 
89. As a result, several projects were co-funded in connection 
with the 40th Anniversary, including a series of three con- 
ferences conducted by the Canadian Human Rights Foundation 
and a conference by the Indigenous Bar Association. The 
Department also organized a poster contest for children of its 
employees in celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration. The winning entries were reproduced as 
official departmental posters. 


14. A first annual conference on Human Rights and the 
Charter was organized for November 21, 1988. The conference 
consisted of two panel discussions and a series of six work- 
shops, one of which focussed on International Human Rights 
and the 40th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration. Mention 
of the Anniversary was included in the keynote address and in 
the opening remarks. The conference was attended by about 
200 lawyers from the department’s offices across Canada. 


15. The Department of the Solicitor General set up lobby 
displays at its national headquarters and in many of its regional 
offices across the country. Promotional materials, including the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the 1948-1988 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights poster, and the Canadian Tribute to 
Human Rights poster, were prominently displayed. Information 
kits and other relevant brochures were made available for 
distribution at regional offices. The videocassette entitled 
"Declaration of Human Rights", produced by Amnesty Inter- 
national, was distributed across the country for promotional use 
as part of the displays, presentations and receptions organized 
in relation to the Anniversary. The Canadian Security Intelli- 
gence Service had its stationery overprinted with the anni- 
versary logo and continued to use it well into the new year. 
The Deputy Solicitor General, the Director of the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service and the Commissioner of the 
Correctional Service of Canada wrote to each member of their 
staffs to emphasize the importance of the Declaration. 


16. Articles marking the Anniversary appeared in the 
December issue of all internal publications of the Department 
such as Liaison published by the Secretariat, Let’s Talk produced 
by the Correctional Service of Canada, the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service’s newsletter, the Pony Express distributed by 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and in the December 5 
edition of NPB This Week, a weekly information bulletin 
published by the National Parole Board. 


17. Regional Offices of the Ministry held receptions to 
recognize this special anniversary. Each reception was 
attended by representatives from a variety of groups including 
government, civic authorities, private agencies, educational 
centres and the police community. 


18. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation dedicated the 
24th Annual Concert of the Winners of its National Competition 
for Young Performers to the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration. The concert was broadcast on the French network 
on December 4 and on the English on December 11, 1988. The 


Canadian Human Rights Foundation (see also paragraph 26) 
assisted in the organization of this event. 


19. The Canadian Commission for UNESCO took part in an 
international forum on the relationship between the American 
Declaration of Independence (1776) and the French Declaration 
of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (1789), and the links 
between the Universal Declaration of 1948 and these two 
declarations of rights which preceded it. The Commission also 
lent its support to the Human Rights and Education Centre of 
the University of Ottawa for the organization of a round table 
discussion on "Human Rights in the 1990’s" and for the printing 
of a number of research papers produced by the Centre (see 
paragraph 28). The Secretary-General of the Commission took 
part in a conference on "Human Rights in a Global Context". 
The April edition of the Commission’s Bulletin featured the 40th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration. 


20. Many other departments and agencies were active in the 
celebrations. They organized displays, contests and seminars, 
included articles on the Universal Declaration in their 
employees’ newsletters, and used the logo and other promotion- 
al material. Some highlights were: the Department of Com- 
munications set up a display at its headquarters and included 
in its newsletter Communications Express an article on the 
Declaration in which the activities of the Department were 
linked to relevant articles of the Declaration; the Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs reached all 592 Indian Bands with 
an article on the Declaration in its newsletter Transition; the 
Public Service Commission wrote an article in its bulletin 
Update, highlighting the influence of the Declaration on human 
rights legislation and the need for constant vigilance. Many 
departments mounted lunch-time video programs from the 
National Film Board and Amnesty International. Special efforts 
were made by departments and agencies to demonstrate the 
continuing relevancy of the Declaration by stressing the 
connection between it and their current mandate and concerns. 
Through their combined efforts, information on the Universal 
Declaration and the 40th Anniversary was brought to federal 
government employees, their families and co-workers in their 
headquarters and regional offices and to the special sections of 
the general public that they serve. 


National Non-Governmental Organizations 
21" Canadian churches were involved in a number of 


activities to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. For example, church leaders issued 
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a statement on December 10, 1988, calling for the involvement 
of all in the struggle for human rights. The statement titled 
"People made in the image of the Creator" deplored the fact 
that 40 years after the Declaration was adopted "there are still 
flagrant violations of human rights" around the world. The 
statement ended with an affirmation and a commitment of the 
churches to the principles embodied in the Declaration. In 
addition, articles relating to the Anniversary were published in 
The United Church Observer and in other church publications. 


22. The Canadian Section of Amnesty International gathered 
in excess of 200,000 signatures for the petition signed by three 
million people which was presented to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration. The Amnesty World Tour included 
two Canadian cities on its agenda bringing a realization of the 
need for action on human rights abuses to a young audience 
perhaps not aware of the need for constant vigilance in the 
protection of human rights. The Canadian Section (English 
Speaking Branch) of Amnesty International also held a reception 
in Ottawa, on December 9, 1988, to celebrate the 40th Anniver- 
sary. 


23. The Assembly of First Nations conducted a seminar in 
the context of the Universal Declaration to share information on 
existing human rights instruments, United Nations organs and 
procedures, the role of international non-governmental organiza- 
tions, preparation for participation on the United Nations 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations, analysis and 
recommendations to the Draft Universal Declaration on Indig- 
enous Rights and finally, an examination of the Canadian 
approach to indigenous rights. 


24. The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development 
and Peace in its fall 1988 program focussed on "Southern Africa 
under Siege" to coincide with the Anniversary. Members were 
asked to reflect on the human rights violations in that part of 
the world and to hold prayer vigils on or around December 10. 
The organization also invited people to send petitions to the 
Government of Canada urging it to work more actively for the 
elimination of apartheid in South Africa and to condemn that 
regime’s efforts at destabilizing the area. Approximately 200 
vigils were held with 10,000 participants and 120,000 petitions 
were collected and formally presented to the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 


25. The Canadian Rights and Liberties Federation (see also 
paragraph 8) produced a 30-second television announcement on 
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the 40th Anniversary which was aired by public and private 
television stations in Canada throughout the year and a folder 
designed to inform Canadians about international and domestic 
laws on human rights. 


26. The Canadian Human Rights Foundation (see also 
paragraph 18) began the Anniversary year in March 1988 with 
a symposium on "Human Rights, Development and Foreign 
Policy: Canadian Perspectives". It then convened a series of 
national conferences on the themes of Human Rights in the 
Medical Profession, Human Rights in the Workplace, and 
Human Rights in the Media. The Foundation also prepared a 
large-scale publicity campaign directed to the media. As a 
result, articles on the Universal Declaration and its 40th 
Anniversary appeared in many newspapers across Canada. An 
educational kit, "Let’s Celebrate Human Rights!", was produced. 
The kit consists of a teacher’s guide, a student’s handbook, the 
text of the Universal Declaration, and a list of resources. 


27. The Canadian Tribute to Human Rights, in support of 
its efforts to build a monument to human rights in Canada’s 
capital and in tribute to the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration, presented a five-night benefit film series on a broad 
range of human rights struggles in Canada and around the 
world (see also paragraph 8). 


28. In celebration of the 40th Anniversary, the Human Rights 
Research and Education Centre of the University of Ottawa 
commissioned a number of studies on human rights issues. To 
determine subjects for the studies, the Centre conducted a 
survey to identify how certain human rights issues are rated in 
terms of urgency of address by organizations and individuals 
active in human rights. Based on the results of the question- 
naire, the Centre selected 12 themes. In advance of the 
publication of the commissioned studies, the Centre, as a service 
to the media and the general public, prepared a series of 
articles on these themes which were distributed widely for use 
as material for discussion and public education. 


29. The League for Human Rights of B’nai Brith used the 
occasion of the presentation of their annual journalism award 
to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the Universal Declara- 
tion. A prize is given yearly in each of three categories: print, 
radio and television. 


30. In commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration, the United Nations Association in 
Canada, in collaboration with its local Associations, the Inter- 


national Labour Organization and the Canadian Labour 
Congress, organized a touring forum on Human Rights in the 
Work Place. The tour began on November 29 in Ottawa and 
visited St. John’s, Newfoundland; Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island; Québec City and Montréal, Québec; Toronto, Ontario; 
Winnipeg, Manitoba; Saskatoon, Saskatchewan; and Victoria and 
Vancouver, British Columbia. Press coverage of the tour 
brought the issues to the attention of a wide audience in these 
major cities. 


SHE The Public Service Alliance of Canada informed its 
members about the Anniversary through an article in the 
November-December issue of its newsletter. 


32. The publication Canadian Human Rights Advocate 
produced a special supplement to commemorate the 40th 
Anniversary and the Universal Declaration. 


II. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE PROVINCES 
ALBERTA 


33. At the invitation of the Department of the Secretary of 
State, the Alberta Human Rights Commission spearheaded the 
Alberta Co-ordinating Committee which, in turn, led the way 
in promoting and organizing a series of events serving to 
promote the general public’s awareness and appreciation of the 
40th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
In a statement to the Committee, the Premier of the Province 
recognized the importance of the Universal Declaration to 
Albertans and to the world. The Committee held its first 
meeting on December 2, 1987 in Edmonton. The committee 
was composed of individuals representing various groups, such 
as the disabled, Native peoples, visible minorities and senior 
citizens, all of whom have played a significant and positive role 
in the preservation of human rights in our society. 


34. Often working in conjunction with local committees from 
around the province, the Alberta Co-ordinating Committee 
helped to create a very successful province-wide program of 
events and activities focussing on the Declaration and highlight- 
ing the theme: "Your commitment to a better world com- 
munity". This theme, chosen by the committee, emphasized 
individual initiative and responsibility for the enhancement of 
the dignity of all people in the province as part of every 
person’s commitment to a better world community. 


35. The Committee’s main efforts were directed toward 
promoting awareness of the Anniversary, encouraging com- 
munities to become involved in commemorative activities, and 
providing resources to help develop programs throughout the 
province. The word was spread by newsletters, the Human 
Rights Declaration poster, a brochure, and a series of public 
service announcements and news releases provided to the 
media. The message communicated through these various 
means was twofold in purpose: to inform the general public of 
the significance and content of the Declaration, and to 
encourage everyone to participate by helping to organize 
and/or attend lectures, workshops, and other events celebrating 
the Declaration’s 40th Anniversary. Along with the dissemina- 
tion of information, the Committee provided speakers, helped 
in organizing events, and sponsored an essay/poster contest for 
students from Grades 9 to 12. The grand prize winners were 
part of the Canadian delegation at the United Nations celebra- 
tion in New York on December 8. 


36. The Committee’s substantial effort was rewarded by an 
excellent response from the general public. Athabasca, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Fort McMurray, and Grande Prairie were the first of 
several communities to hold commemorative activities, while 
organizers of annual special event days, such as Canada Day, 
Edmonton Heritage Days, and Ukrainian Day, provided the 
Committee with the opportunity to reach large concentrations 
of people with the 40th Anniversary message. Through its 
dedicated effort, the Committee informed hundreds of thou- 
sands of Albertans about human rights and, thus, made an 
invaluable contribution to the protection of human rights in this 
province for this and future generations. Many local and 
community groups were encouraged to become involved. Some 
of these were: Alberta Association of the Deaf; Blind Society of 
Alberta; Alberta Association of Community Living; Alberta 
Association of Immigrant Serving Agencies; Calgary Action 
Group for the Disabled; Edith Roger Multicultural Council; 
Association canadienne-française de l’Alberta; Alberta Heritage 
Council; Council of Black Organizations, Edmonton; Prairie 
Link; Calgary Catholic Immigrant Society; Changing Together - 
A Centre for Immigrant Women; Volunteer Action Centre, 
Edmonton; Alberta Status of Women Action Committee; Fort 
McMurray Women’s Resource Centre; Provincial Business & 
Professional Women’s Club; Alberta Civil Liberties Research 
Centre; Tofield United Church; the Alberta Committee for 
Disabled Citizens; the Calgary Civil Liberties Association; 
Calgary Parks and Recreation; Alberta Advisory Council on 
Women’s Issues; Alberta Native Friendship Centres Association; 
and many ethnocultural and service organizations. 
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37.  Alberta’s celebration of the anniversary of the adoption 
of the Universal Declaration ended with a flourish, highlighted 
by the announcement of the poster/essay contest winners on 
December 5, in Calgary, and the candlelighting ceremony held 
on December 10 at the Provincial Museum of Alberta in 
Edmonton, organized by the Committee and commemorating 
International Human Rights Day. 


38. As well as being involved in the Co-ordinating Commit- 
tee activities, the Alberta Human Rights Commission presented 
its second annual Human Rights Award on December 8th, 1988 
to the founder of a popular educational program to combat 
discrimination. The award is given out each December to 
commemorate International Human Rights Day. Special issues 
of the Commission’s newsletter, the Alberta Human Rights 
Journal, featured articles on the Anniversary and the Declaration. 
The Commission also sponsored Public Service Announcements 
in the media with a major advertisement in late November/ 
early December 1988. 


39. Examples of other activities were: Amnesty International 
-- Alberta organized displays in malls and churches; a play 
Nowhere But Here; a workshop on Human Rights Issues; a film 
on human rights situations around the world; and a concert. 
On December 10, Amnesty arranged a showing of a rock 
concert video and information sessions; the Canadian Red Cross 
Society - Calgary Branch presented "Human Rights - A 
Celebration" - an evening of music, dance and story-telling; the 
Native Communications Society produced a special issue of 
Native Press; and Project Ploughshares sponsored an ecumenical 
church service which included readings, music and a special 
program for children. After the service, the congregation shared 
the "Peace Cake". 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


40. In British Columbia, many events took place to mark the 
40th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration and Human 
Rights Day. The B.C. Council of Human Rights sponsored the 
development and production of a Curriculum Unit on Human 
Rights Education. It was introduced, as a pilot project, into 
classes in the province in Social Studies, grades 11 and 12, and 
Law 12. Forty thousand kits for students and 10,000 kits for 
teachers were produced. In order to introduce the units to 
teachers, seminars were organized by the Legal Services Society 
of B.C. The Council also produced a special 40th Anniversary 
issue of its newsletter. Press releases were prepared for the 
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media in the beginning of December to draw attention to 
Human Rights Day, December 10. 


41. A conference, sponsored by the Affiliation of Multi- 
cultural Societies and Services of B.C. B.C. Human Rights 
Coalition, Gitksan-Wet’suwet’en Tribal Council, United Native 
Nations and the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs, was held May 
27-28, 1988, to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. This conference brought together 
Canada’s original people and those new Canadians of multi- 
cultural, human rights and other constituencies to: celebrate the 
40th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration; provide aware- 
ness amongst the wider community, especially multicultural 
groups, of Aboriginal culture and issues; and provide for an 
exchange and dialogue between the groups and people repre- 
sented. A print entitled Equality was designed especially for 
the conference by Salish Artist, Susan Point. Proceeds from 
the sale of the limited edition will go to the Gitksan 
Wet’suwet’en land- title action. The design was printed on the 
cover of the conference proceedings. 


42. The Vancouver Folk Music Festival, an annual event 
attracting thousands, featured six performers who had been the 
victims of human rights abuses. A feature article in the 
Program Guide highlighted the Universal Declaration. An 
estimated 20,000 persons attended. 


43. The B.C. Federation of Labour produced a videotape 
illustrating the historical contribution of workers to the develop- 
ment of human rights, the relationship of this contribution to 
the Universal Declaration, and goals for the future. The 
videotape was introduced by Kalman Kaplansky at the 1988 
Convention of the B.C. Federation of Labour. After the first 
public viewing, the video was made available to trade unions 
throughout British Columbia and the Yukon. 


44. The United Nations Association in Canada, British 
Columbia section, brought speakers to Vancouver from around 
the world to participate in public discussions about the meaning 
and worth of international human rights documents. The 
format for these discussions was five evening lectures and a 
number of associated workshops. The first lecture provided a 
conceptual overview of the principles involved in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The second lecture looked at 
human rights from a municipal point of view, while the third 
was from the perspective of indigenous people. The fourth 
lecture related provincial and federal human rights law in 
Canada to the Universal Declaration, while the final lecture 
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dealt with the problems and successes of enforcement of 
international human rights standards. In addition to the 
lectures, there was a full-day workshop on internalized violence 
within the Native community. On International Human Rights 
Day, December 10, the Association concluded its programming 
with a community forum linking local human rights issues 
within a framework of discussion around existing international 
human rights law. In the evening, the Association co- 
sponsored, with the B.C. Human Rights Coalition, the presenta- 
tion of a first human rights award, created in memory of a 
well-known Vancouver human rights activist. The award will 
be given annually to an individual who has made a significant 
contribution to the cause of human rights at the community 
level. 


45. The Vancouver Island Human Rights Coalition, in co- 
operation with other organizations, organized three public fora 
on the theme of human rights as well as a celebratory meeting 
on December 10. 


46. The 40th Anniversary Committee organized two public 
fora on human rights at the University of Victoria, the first of 
which addressed the concept of competing rights. These 
activities were financially assisted by the Department of the 
Secretary of State. 


MANITOBA 


47. The Manitoba Human Rights Commission celebrated 
Human Rights Day on December 10, the 40th Anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration together with many communities, 
organizations and groups in the province. Again this year, the 
Commission used the theme of "Light a Candle for Human 
Rights". This candlelighting has become a symbol in the 
struggle for human rights and civil liberties. 


48. The Manitoba Human Rights Commission presented its 
second annual Human Rights Journalism Award to two 
reporters with the Winnipeg Free Press for their work on the 
supplement: "Indians, Strangers in Their Own Land". A special 
certificate of corporate achievement was presented to the 
Winnipeg Free Press in recognition of the overall corporate effort 
in the production of this special supplement. The presentation 
took place during the Human Rights Fair organized by 38 
Winnipeg-based organizations to celebrate the 40th Anniversary 
of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
The Human Rights Fair was held at the University of Winnipeg 
Athletic Centre. Display tables set up by a large number of 
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community based non-profit organizations described the human 
rights activities of the organizations. Entertainment, which 
included African drumming, folk music, and jazz, was provided 
during Friday late afternoon and much of Saturday. The 
Popular Theatre Alliance gave three performances of Stand Up 
for Your Rights, a specially produced theatrical piece on human 
rights issues (sexual harassment and racism). The highlight of 
the Fair, on December 10, was a traditional candlelighting 
ceremony, hosted by the Manitoba Human Rights Commission. 
A recent refugee from South Africa spoke about international 
human rights issues. The Chief of the Peguis Indian Band 
spoke on the situation of Native peoples in Manitoba. The 
Mayor of the City of Winnipeg and a representative of the 
Government of Manitoba were also among the speakers. 


49. Schools, organizations and community groups throughout 
the Province took an active part in promoting the 40th Anniver- 
sary by holding events all year long. Special ceremonies were 
also organized for Human Rights Day itself. For example, The 
Pas Friendship Centre organized a commemoration ceremony 
and a Human Rights Day 1988 candlelighting ceremony in a 
shopping mall on December 10, 1988. Patrons coming through 
the mall picked up candles to participate in the celebration. 
Guest speakers included the Mayor of The Pas, the Chief of The 
Pas Indian Band, a representative of the Manitoba Métis 
Federation, a representative from the local M.L.A.’s office and 
a representative from the Anglican Church on behalf of 
Amnesty International. Speeches reminded citizens to continue 
to fight for human rights and never to take it for granted. The 
winners of a poster contest, organized by The Pas Friendship 
Centre and sponsored by the local newspaper, The Opasquia 
Times, were announced during the ceremony. The winning 
posters were displayed in the mall throughout the day for 
public viewing. 


50. The Town of Flin Flon and the City of Thompson 
organized similar ceremonies, organized in Flin Flon by the Flin 
Flon Friendship Centre and in Thompson by the Thompson 
Multi-Culture Centre. Voluntary groups involved in the events 
included the Student Council of Hopnot Collegiate, Flin Flon 
Winter Festival and Amnesty International in Flin Flon, and 
Eastwood Elementary School and the Baha’i Peace Council in 
Thompson. 


51. A Human Rights Day ceremony, held at Brandon 
University, was organized by the Brandon Steering Committee 
on the 40th Anniversary, which included the Brandon Friend- 
ship Centre, the John Howard Society, the Marquis Project, 
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Amnesty International, Learning Disabilities Association of 
Manitoba, the Brandon University Office of Extensive Services 
and the Manitoba Human Rights Commission. A series of 
workshops were held on topics such as Prisoners’ Rights, 
Native/Treaty Rights, International Human Rights Issues, 
Human Rights in the Classroom, Rights of the Disabled, Rights 
of Seniors, and Rights of Women. In addition to workshops, a 
series of films and videos were presented. A number of 
Brandon organizations set up information booths in the lobby 
area of the University. Displays featured artwork by Manitoba 
artists portraying human rights themes. The workshops were 
followed by a presentation of ethnic music and dance by the 
Hotain Singers, Native dancers, the Treoyanda Dancers and the 
Scottish Dance Association. The celebration concluded with a 
candlelighting ceremony at which the winning entry from a 
short story contest on the subject of prisoners of conscience, 
sponsored by the Brandon Chapter of Amnesty International 
was read by the President of the Chapter. The event was well 
attended by the media. 


52. In a Brandon school, a grade six class invited speakers on 
human rights and, following the speakers, held discussions on 
human rights issues. In Island Lake, the Manitoba Garden Hill 
School combined its candlelighting ceremony with the Aborig- 
inal Justice Inquiry. At the James Nesbitt School in Winnipeg, 
the elementary class mailed a message of peace to the Soviet 
Union as a project on Peace Education. 


53. The following towns and municipalities proclaimed one 
week in December 1988, as "Human Rights Week" or proclaim- 
ed December 10 as "Human Rights Day": Village of St. Pierre- 
Jolys; Town of Swan River; Town of Dauphin; Rural Munici- 
pality of Daryham; Village of Minitonas; Village of McCreary; 
Village of Arborg; Village of Winnipegosis; City of Winnipeg; 
Province of Manitoba; Rural Municipality of Shoal Lake; Rural 
Municipality of De Salaberry; Village of Erickson; Town of The 
Pas; Village of St. Rose du Lac; Town of Selkirk; Village of Lac 
Du Bonnet; Rural Municipality of Victoria; Rural Municipality 
of Springfield; City of Portage La Prairie; Town of Gimli; Local 
Government District of Gillam; Town of Hartney. 


54.  Several events were organized by the Manitoba Associa- 
tion for Rights and Liberties in connection with the 40th 
Anniversary. These included a meeting in April on "Native 
Rights in light of the 40th Anniversary". The City of Winnipeg 
proclaimed Civil Liberties Week, May 27 to June 3, 1988, in 
celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the Manitoba Association 
for Rights and Liberties and the 40th Anniversary. A Moot 
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Court and a panel discussion on equality rights were organized 
and a reception was held at Government House. In September, 
the Association organized a presentation to the Manitoba 
Association of Friendship Centres on "Aboriginal Rights, 
Affirmative Action and the Universal Declaration..." and, on 
December 10, the members of the Association joined in a 
reception in celebration of Human Rights Day and the 40th 
Anniversary. 


55. The United Nations Association in Canada -- Winnipeg 
Branch, organized candlelighting ceremonies (December 9, a.m. 
and December 10, p.m.). Day-long workshops on prejudice and 
discrimination were held, with participation by high school 
students. There was a workshop in the form of a debate to 
discuss "Group vs. Individual Rights". 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


56. The large number of activities in celebration of the 40th 
Anniversary engendered in the province a new high level of 
interest in human rights together with a certain amount of soul- 
searching by individuals on the subject. Eleven groups, in 
communities across the province, some permanent, some ad- 
hoc, organized projects, workshops, conferences and round 
tables on themes such as the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Canadian Charter, and civil rights. 


57. On May 6 and 7, the Comité du quarantième anniver- 
saire de la Déclaration universelle des droits de l’homme du 
sud-est du Nouveau-Brunswick (Committee for the 40th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) hosted, 
at the University of Moncton, a "Féte et Colloque", the first of 
12 provincial events planned to celebrate the 40th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Activities in 
several places in the province began with the lighting of the 
Torch of Peace and Freedom. The torch-light walk stopped in 
24 municipalities where workshops/conferences/lectures were 
organized on human rights and the 40th Anniversary themes. 
The torch was placed at the entrance to the building where the 
Human Rights activity was taking place and then transported 
to the next event. The tour ended in Fredericton on December 
10, 1988 with a closing ceremony. Historical exhibitions took 
place linking the Magna Carta of 1215, the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and the Citizen of 1789 and the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 


58. In recognition of the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration, the New Brunswick Human Rights Commission 
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inaugurated an annual Human Rights Award. The Award 
recognizes outstanding effort, achievement or leadership in 
promoting human rights in New Brunswick. The first Award 
was presented on the occasion of Human Rights Day to a high 
school teacher in recognition of his contribution to human rights 
education and curriculum development. 


59. The Human Rights Awareness Association of Fredericton 
produced a brochure outlining legislation in Canada guaran- 
teeing protection of human rights and also organized a con- 
ference on human rights and international co-operation in 
celebration of the 40th Anniversary. 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


60. The Premier of Newfoundland issued a Proclamation 
declaring the week of December 4 to December 10 Human 
Rights Week in Newfoundland. A copy of this proclamation 
was carried by all major newspapers throughout the province. 


61. The Minister of Justice held a reception in St. John’s to 
commemorate Human Rights Day. At this reception, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Newfoundland presented a plaque to 
the winner of the first provincial Human Rights Award for 
outstanding contribution to the understanding and acceptance 
of human rights in the province. The award was introduced by 
the Newfoundland Human Rights Commission on December 
10,,1987; 


62. All outgoing government mail throughout the week was 
stamped with the 40th anniversary logo. Government cheques 
carried the message, "December 10, 1988 marks the 40th anniver- 
sary of the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights". 


63. The Newfoundland Human Rights Commission and the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Human Rights Association jointly 
planned and participated in activities to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of the Declaration. The Association, together with 
Memorial University Extension, Oxfam Canada and Work 
Youth sponsored a week-long human rights summer camp for 
high school students from various regions of the province to 
educate students in the area of human rights and to motivate 
them to plan activities in their area during Human Rights 
Week. The Human Rights Association sponsored activities 
throughout the province to publicize the Day including theme 
discussions, school discussions, an ecumenical service, distribu- 
tion of material, and workshops. 
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64. The Human Rights Commission sent letters to all school 
principals and municipalities in the province noting the 
significance of Human Rights Day and encouraging them to 
plan some activity for the week. Press releases were sent to 
local newspapers and a selection of short messages was 
forwarded to all cable television stations in the province for 
inclusion on the Community Channel throughout the week. 
Officers of the Commission held mall displays and distributed 
copies of the annual report, legislation, and pamphlets. 


65. Other activities in the province included: an exhibition of 
entries in the national essay and poster contest (see paragraph 
8) from Atlantic Canada, arranged by the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Human Rights Association, public fora, and showings 
of videos and films on human rights during Human Rights 
Week organized by various groups throughout the province. 


NOVA SCOTIA 


66. In Nova Scotia, the 40th Anniversary year began in April 
with a luncheon ceremony to honour Dr. John Humphrey, O.C., 
O.Q., First Director of the U.N. Secretariat’s Division of Human 
Rights (1946-66), for his lifelong contribution to human rights. 
On behalf of the Government of Nova Scotia, the Premier 
presented Dr. Humphrey with a Certificate of Recognition. At 
the request of the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission, the 
Halifax Cablevision Station telecast the ceremony including Dr. 
Humphrey’s speech on peace. In the month of December, Dr. 
Humphrey’s speech was re-telecast several times. In addition 
to other promotional material, the Commission sent some 
photos of people responsible for the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, taken circa 1948, together with copies of the first 
pages of Dr. Humphrey’s five typed drafts of the Universal 
Declaration, etc., to all the regional libraries of Nova Scotia and 
to the university libraries, requesting them to set up human 
rights displays. In conjunction with the displays, several 
libraries had a human rights program with guest speakers. 


67. On Friday, December 9, 1988, the Province of Nova 
Scotia celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration at Province House, Halifax, Nova Scotia’s Legislative 
Assembly. The United Nations flag was raised by the Premier 
before official ceremonies began indoors. 


68. The Minister in charge of the Administration of the 
Human Rights Act spoke about the Proclamation on the 
Occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights which was signed by Ministers responsible for 
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human rights on behalf of their respective governments at the 
Ministerial Conference held in September 1988, as well as of 
other human rights issues discussed at that conference (see 
paragraph 7). 


69. The Premier then presented provincial awards to the 
following: Halifax Cablevision Station; Metro Telecaster; T.V. 
host, Mr. Gary Dockendorff; the National Film Board of Canada; 
the libraries that had set up supportive human rights displays; 
and students of both Holy Angels High School and St. Mary’s 
School, for their contributions to the promotion of human rights 
and/or participation in human rights activities. The Human 
Rights Day ceremony was telecast on that day and subsequently 
re-telecast several times through Halifax Cablevision Station, in 
the months of December 1988 and January 1989. The celebra- 
tion concluded with a Citizenship Ceremony. All new Cana- 
dians were presented with a human rights kit. 


70. Other activities of this week included a week-long Open 
House hosted by the Human Rights Commission’s Digby 
Regional Office and a Human Rights Day interview, featuring 
the Executive Director of the Nova Scotia Human Rights 
Commission, which was telecast through all 14 cablevision 
stations across Nova Scotia, on or around December 10, 1988. 
The Commission also arranged for the telecast of human rights 
films and interviews during the year. For example, Halifax 
Cablevision Station, between programs, telecast public service 
announcements on race relations and "Racism Hurts Everyone", 
with permission from the Department of the Secretary of State. 


71. The Commission conducted conferences in schools in 
Sydney and Halifax. In Holy Angels High School, one of the 
students’ essay contest topics, as part of the conference activi- 
ties, was on the 40th Anniversary. The students’ Drama Club, 
the Chorale and the Choral Group also gave presentations on 
human rights as part of their conference activities. These were 
taped and telecast, through Halifax Cablevision Station and 
Cape Breton Cablevision Station, in December 1988 and January 
1989. 


72. Other activities in the province included a public 
speaking contest on the subject of "Human Rights in the 
Canadian Multicultural Milieu". The contest was organized by 
the Multicultural Association of Nova Scotia and the Regional 
Multicultural Councils in celebration of the 40th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The contest was 
open to all students under the age of 19 attending grades 10, 
11 and 12. Information packages were mailed to each high 
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school in the province, consisting of a covering letter, a 
registration form, pamphlets and posters. Certificates were 
presented to all students participating in the semi-finals. 
Plaques were presented to all students participating in the final 
contest. The grand prize was a trip to the Terry Fox Youth 
Centre in Ottawa. The Black Cultural Centre for Nova Scotia 
organized a series of public lectures on the "Universality of 
Human Rights and the Black Experience". The International 
Education Centre, St. Mary’s University, Halifax, held a 
conference on "Women and Human Rights: The Canadian 
Experience of Immigrant and Refugee Women". CKDU Radio, 
Dalhousie University, designated the week of December 4 - 9, 
1988 as Human Rights Week. Everyday there was a segment 
on special features about the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. In addition, it broadcast interviews on human rights 
issues affecting the community. 


ONTARIO 


73. Human Rights Day and the 40th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights were marked by the 
Minister of Citizenship by proclaiming December 10-16, 1988 
Human Rights Week in Ontario. Throughout the week, a 
display was held containing information on Ontario’s proclama- 
tion, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 


74. The Ministry of Citizenship held a noon-hour reception 
on Human Rights Day, at which the Minister of Citizenship and 
the Chief Commissioner of the Ontario Human Rights Commis- 
sion spoke. At this ceremony, a plaque commemorating 
Human Rights Week was unveiled. This plaque will be placed 
on display at Ontario’s legislative buildings. 


75: Also on December 10, the Lieutenant Governor of 
Ontario held a reception honouring members of the United 
Nations Association in Canada, Toronto Branch, on the 
occasion of the 40th Anniversary. 


76. The Ontario Human Rights Commission held open- 
house receptions at its regional and head offices, on Friday, 
December 9. The Commission also sent letters to all Members 
of the Provincial Parliament, requesting that they make 
Ontario’s youth their focus in this year’s remarks. A Commis- 
sion press release stated the Commission’s belief in and 
adherence to the principles enshrined in the Declaration, and 
urged everyone to make the observance of human rights an 
integral part of their week and the upcoming year. The Chief 
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Commissioner addressed the public at a special Human Rights 
Awareness Day, co-sponsored by the City of Toronto and the 
Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto, on December 6. The City 
declared December 10 to be Human Rights Day in Toronto. 


77. The Canadian Ethnocultural Council sponsored a 
community forum on Human Rights Day on the subject, "A 
Community Agenda for Parliament: Human Rights and 
Multiculturalism Issues for the Next 4 Years". 


78. The Civil Liberties Association, National Capital Region, 
with assistance from the City of Ottawa, sponsored a series of 
working meetings on the subjects "The Citizen and the Law", 
"Human Rights Today", "Racial Discrimination Today" and "The 
Colour of Destiny”. 


79. The Sudbury Race Relations Committee and the City of 
Sudbury organized a ceremony to commemorate the Anniver- 
sary. 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


80. On December 10th, 1988, in Charlottetown, there was a 
public proclamation of Human Rights Day. 


81. A provincial poster contest aimed at grades 5 to 9 was 
organized by the P.EI. Human Rights Commission. The 
winning entry will become the official P.E.. Human Rights 
Commission’s poster. Copies were displayed on December 10, 
1988, across P.E.I. 


82. The Prince Edward Island Association of Rights and 
Freedoms marked the 40th Anniversary by hosting a gala 
variety concert featuring local and regional talent, focussing on 
international human rights issues, on the evening of December 
10th, 1988, in Charlottetown. The 40th Anniversary was 
highlighted in the print media and on two radio stations 
through advertisements for the concert and interviews which 
stressed the importance of the Universal Declaration as a model 
for domestic human rights legislation. The Association also 
organized a public display and information booth in a down- 
town shopping mall all day on Saturday, December 10, 1988. 


83. A human rights information booth publicizing the 40th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration was also organized at 
the P.E.I. Teachers’ Federation annual convention in October. 
A display table was set up at the main provincial library 
throughout the week of December 5th through 10th, 1988 with 


21 


information provided by the P.E.I. Human Rights Commission. 
In addition, a series of newspaper articles and media interviews 
during the period of November 10th through December 10th, 
1988 was organized by the Association of Rights and Freedoms 
and the Human Rights Commission. 


84. The United Nations Association organized an evening 
lecture, open to the general public, at the University of P.E.I. on 
December 1, 1988. 


QUEBEC 


85. The Minister of Justice made a statement to the Québec 
National Assembly on the importance of the 40th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration and reiterated the intention of the 
Government of Québec to support the actions of the United 
Nations promoting fundamental rights and freedoms. 


86. The Québec Human Rights Commission sent copies of 
the Universal Declaration, the Québec Charter of Human Rights 
and Freedoms and texts discussing these subjects to 150 weekly 
and daily newspapers in Québec encouraging the publication of 
related material. Ten press briefings and information kiosks 
were set up across Québec, notably in Montréal, Québec City, 
Rouyn, Val d’Or and Sherbrooke. On these occasions, docu- 
mentation and information concerning December 10 and the 
40th Anniversary of the Declaration were distributed to 
journalists and the general public. 


87. A special issue of the Québec Human Rights Commission 
newsletter, Forum Droits et Libertés, which has a circulation of 
13,000 copies, was produced. The issue dealt with important 
questions which are the object of special efforts by the United 
Nations, i.e. rights related to the environment, children, Native 
people and refugees. Radio messages were broadcast in the 
Eastern Townships reminding people of the reason for com- 
memorating December 10, and the impact of the Universal 
Declaration. A poster on equal rights and the 40th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration was produced and distributed, and 
copies were posted in the subway and buses in Montréal. 


88. A regional symposium was held in Baie-Comeau for 
both employers and members of labour unions; the subject was 
equal access to employment. An evening conference was held 
for the Association des gestionnaires de l’Estrie on equal pay 
and age discrimination in employment. Educational meetings 
were arranged with women’s groups and associations to discuss 
the paper "Rétrospective et perspective - Dossier femmes à la 
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CDPQ". Within the framework of the regular Commission 
training sessions, a workshop focussed on the Universal 
Declaration, its 40th Anniversary, the United Nations, and 
December 10, Human Rights Day. 


89. Through a co-operative effort with Carrefour inter- 
national and other agencies, a photographic exhibition on rights 
and freedoms was held in the Berri-UQAM subway station in 
Montréal. The exhibit was based on five main themes: (1) 
historical background and significance of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights; (2) political prisoners and refugees; (3) 
equal opportunity; (4) the struggles for democracy; and (5) the 
case of the aboriginal peoples. The exhibit was inaugurated on 
December 10, 1988 and drew large numbers of viewers, some 
50,000 persons in all. The exhibit continued till December 22, 
1988. The complete exhibit is now available to any group or 
organization that wishes to use it to educate and inform the 
public. A second showing, organized by the Carrefour de 
solidarité internationale was held in Sherbrooke from January 
970.25 21989; 


90. A benefit dinner was arranged to commemorate the 25th 
Anniversary of the Québec Civil Liberties Union and the 40th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration. On this occasion, an 
annual award to persons or organizations promoting human 
rights in Québec was inaugurated by the Commission. The 
Civil Liberties Union was awarded the prize for 1988 (a work 
of art) and a $15,000 grant toward projects promoting human 
rights. 


91. A week of intensive activity promoting awareness of 
human rights and the Universal Declaration was organized in 
40 schools in Québec. The week gave students an opportunity 
to reflect on and discuss the principles underlying the human 
rights charters. The project, which was made possible by a 
grant from the Department of the Secretary of State, gave rise 
to numerous activities in the schools, for example, videos, 
drawing contests, dinner meetings, plays, and production of 
school newspapers. 


92. To mark the 40th Anniversary of the Universal Declara- 
tion, the Centrale de l’enseignement du Québec (CEQ) printed 
and distributed a teaching guide on human rights, entitled 
"Proclaim Peace, Claim our Rights" in co-operation with a 
number of human rights and peace organizations. The guide 
is intended to help teachers plan educational activities on 
human rights and peace for primary, secondary and college- 
level students in Québec. Some 100,000 copies of the document 
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have been distributed in Canada, primarily in Québec, and to 
the principal international organizations. 


93. The CEQ sponsored a celebration on December 8, 1988 to 
mark the 40th Anniversary of the Declaration. The 200 
members of the CEQ General Council and some 30 invited 
guests attended the evening which included entertainment and 
speeches. Organizations represented included: the Crescendo 
group, the collectif Pacijou, the Tournée internationale jeunesse 
pour la paix et la justice, the Québec Human Rights Commis- 
sion, the Civil Liberties Union, Amnesty International, the 
Confederation of South African Trade Unions, the Québec 
Department of Education, and the Attikamek-Montagnais 
Council. 


94. The Committee to mark the 40th Anniversary of Human 
Rights (Québec) organized an intercultural forum and a musical 
evening which brought together people of various origins. The 
Attikamek-Montagnais Council, the Association des travailleurs 
immigrants et québécois et Solidarité régionale Québec, a 
coalition of unions and other organizations working to promote 
alternatives to cutting policies and social programs, jointly 
organized the intercultural forum, the theme of which was 
"Ensemble élargir nos droits" [together we can broaden our 
rights]. On November 2, 1988, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., approxi- 
mately 100 representatives of Québec region’s organizations 
attended workshops on such topics as the Universal Declaration 
and housing, education and culture, social rights and the media. 
Late that afternoon, a round-table discussion was held which 
included the President of the Québec Human Rights Commis- 
sion, the Director of the Québec Native Friendship Centre, the 
Chief Negotiator for the Attikamek-Montagnais Council, the 
President of the Québec Civil Liberties Union and a representa- 
tive of the Centrale de l’enseignement du Québec. The day 
ended with a musical evening attended by some 250 people. 
A special invitation had been extended to the public to come 
and meet the participants in the intercultural forum at an 
evening of intercultural music and dance featuring artists from 
the cultural groups that took part in the forum. 


95. The Québec Civil Liberties Union organized in Montreal 
four public fora to celebrate its 25th Anniversary and the 40th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration. The fora attracted 
more than 800 interested persons to discussions on human 
rights and freedoms in the 1990s. The fora dealt with: (1) 
immigration and the Québec of the future; (2) the emergence of 
a surveillance society; (3) Neoliberalism, poverty and human 
rights; (4) South Africa: intolerable apartheid. The forum on 
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neoliberalism and poverty alone drew over 500 people and was 
widely reported on in the print and electronic media. The 
League intends to publish reports on the four fora and produce 
a video on the forum on neoliberalism and poverty. A special 
issue of the Bulletin of the League was dedicated to the double 
anniversary. An evening of poetry "De quels droits?" was held 
in October to celebrate the 40th Anniversary. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


96. The week of December 4 to 11 was declared Human 
Rights Week in Saskatchewan by the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General. A press release was issued by the Justice 
Minister noting the special significance of Human Rights Day, 
1988, because it marked the 40th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The press release also noted that 
the province recently celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the 
Saskatchewan Bill of Rights. 


97. The Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission marked 
the week by holding a public meeting on the evening of 
December 8. The program for the evening began with a 
keynote address by the Chief Commissioner of the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission. As well, there was a panel 
discussion involving three guests who spoke on the subjects of, 
respectively, the rights of disabled persons under the Universal 
Declaration, aboriginal and treaty rights, and economic rights or 
the right not to be poor. 


98. On December 10, the Chief Commissioner of the 
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission was a speaker at the 
candlelighting ceremony and all-night vigil held in Victoria Park 
and sponsored by Amnesty International. The vigil is held each 
year to focus attention on the plight of prisoners of conscience. 


99. The Saskatchewan Association on Human Rights 
requested Saskatchewan cable companies to show the "It’s Only 
Fair" video prior to and on December 10, 1988 to promote 
human rights. The Association contacted the cities of Estevan, 
Melfort, Melville, Moose Jaw, North Battleford, Prince Albert, 
Regina, Saskatoon, Swift Current, Weyburn and Yorkton, which 
proclaimed December 10, Human Rights Day as a result. 
Advertisements were placed in the Regina Leader Post and 
Saskatoon Star Phoenix promoting December 10 activities. 
Activities, including theatrical presentations, were held in 
Saskatoon and Regina on December 10, 1988. 
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III. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE TERRITORIES 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


100. In the Northwest Territories, activities focussing on the 
40th Anniversary were co-ordinated by the Storefront for 
Voluntary Organizations. 


101. Efforts were made to effectively promote the 40th 
Anniversary by incorporating discussions of human rights into 
various community activities such as workshops, general 
meetings and annual meetings. 


102. The N.W.T. Multicultural Association organized an 
information session. The N.W.T. Council for the Disabled put 
on a display and workshop linked to the National Access/ 
Awareness Week. 


103. In Yellowknife, the local Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha’i Community sponsored a workshop on human rights. 


YUKON 


104. The Commissioner of the Yukon officially proclaimed 
December 10, 1988 Human Rights Day in Yukon. This Pro- 
clamation was widely distributed throughout Yukon by means 
of publication in the Yukon News and the Whitehorse Star. 


105. The Yukon Human Rights Commission distributed 
extensively the Celebration Poster entitled "Going To Potlatch". 
The poster was specifically commissioned in 1987 as a com- 
memoration of December 10, Human Rights Day. The Commis- 
sion complied with requests for the poster from various human 
rights statutory bodies and agencies, and supplied the Human 
Rights Directorate, Secretary of State, the Department of Indian 
and Northern Affairs and numerous other federal departments 
and agencies. 


106. The Office of the Yukon Human Rights Commission was 
open to the public from December 5, 1988 to December 20, 1988 
to permit Yukoners to commemorate International Human 
Rights Day and the 40th Anniversary of the Universal Declara- 
tion by viewing a collection of Chilean Arpilleras entitled 
"Threads of Survival". The tapestries are the work of the 
women of Santiago, Chile, constructed under the auspices of the 
Catholic Church and Chilean human rights agencies and are a 
recorded history of the current situation in Chile. The art show 
was widely reported in the Yukon News and the Whitehorse Star. 
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Radio interviews with the Commission staff were conducted on 
the CBC North noontime radio show. 


107. The Commission hosted an evening of celebration on 
December 9, 1988. This event was extremely well attended by 
the citizens of Yukon. 


108. The Office of the Commission distributed approximately 
250 packages of informational material to the Department of 
Education, Government of Yukon. This material was used in 
the classrooms of the Yukon as an educational tool in showing 
students that the adoption of the Declaration in 1948 was a 
turning point in the history of civilization. As an outcome of 
the 40th Anniversary celebrations, the Commission has con- 
ducted workshops on human rights in the schools. 


109. The Commission also participated, as a co-sponsor, in 
"The Peace Fair". This was a collective Human Rights Day 
event, with participants from the Yukon Development Education 
Centre, the Baha’i Community of Whitehorse, the youth peace 
movement PAX, Amnesty International and UNICEF. 
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Annex 


Universal declaration of human rights 


Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of 
the equal and inalienable rights of all members of 


the human family is the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world, 
Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights 


have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a 
world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of 
speech and belief and freedom from fear and want 
has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the 
common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled 
to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against 
tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 
protected by the rule of law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote the development 
of friendly relations between nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in 
the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 
human rights in the dignity and worth of the human 
person and in the equal rights of men and women 
and have determined to promote social progress and 
better standards of life in larger freedom, 

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to 
achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations, the 
promotion of universal respect for and observance of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and 
freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full 
realization of this pledge, 

Now therefore, the General Assembly proclaims 

This Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a 
common standard of achievement for all peoples and 
all nations to the end that every individual and every 
organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly 
in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to 
promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 
progressive measures, national and international, to 
secure their universal and effective recognition and 
observance, both among the peoples of Member States 
themselves and among the peoples of territories under 
their jurisdiction. 


Article 1 

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity 
and rights. They are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in 
a spirit of brotherhood. 


Article 2 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms 
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of 
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. 

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on 
the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international 
status of the country or territory to which a person 
belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self- 
governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty. 


Article 3 
Everyone has the right to life, 
of person. 


liberty and security 


Article 4 
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery 


and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their 
forms. 


Article 5 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 


Article 6 
Everyone has: the right to recognition everywhere as 
a person before the law. 


Article 7 

All are equal before the law and are entitled without 
any discrimination to equal protection of the law. 
All are entitled to equal protection against any dis- 
crimination in violation of this Declaration and 
against any incitement to such discrimination. 


Article 8 
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the 


competent national tribunals for acts violating the 
fundamental rights granted him by the constitution 
or by law. 
Article 9 


No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention 
or exile. 


Article 10 

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and 
public hearing by an independent and impartial tri- 
bunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations 
and of any criminal charge against him. 


Article 11 

(1) Everyone charged with a penal offence has the 
right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty 
according to law in a public trial at which he has 
had all the guarantees necessary for his defence. 
(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence 
on account of any act or omission which did not 
constitute a penal offence, under national or inter- 
national law, at the time when it was committed. Nor 
shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that 
was applicable at the time the penal offence was 
committed. 


Article 12 

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference 
with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor 
to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Every- 
one has the right to the protection of the law against 
such interference or attacks. 


Article 13 

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement 
and residence within the borders of each state. 

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, 
including his own, and to return to his country. 


Article 14 

(1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy 
in other countries asylum from persecution. 

(2) This right may not be invoked in the case of 
prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political cri- 
mes or from acts contrary to the purposes and prin- 
ciples of the United Nations. 


Article 15 

(1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
nationality nor denied the right to change his nation- 
ality. 


Article 16 

(1) Men and women of full age, without any limita- 
tion due to race, nationality or religion, have the 
right to marry and to found a family. They are 
entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during mar- 
riage and at its dissolution. 

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free 
and full consent of the intending spouses. 

(3) The family is the natural and fundamental group 
unit of society and is entitled to protection by society 
and the State. 


Article 17 

(1) Everyone has the right to own property alone 
as well as in association with others. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
property. 


Article 18 

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, con- 
science and religion; this right includes freedom to 
change his religion or belief, and freedom, either 
alone or in community with others and in public or 
private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, 
practice, worship and observance. 


Article 19 

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regard- 
less of frontiers. 


Article 20 

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and association. 
(2) No one may be 
association. 


compelled to belong to an 


Article 21 

(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the 
government of his country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives. 

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public 
service in his country. 

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the 
authority of government; this will shall be expressed 
in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by 
universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by 
secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 
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Article 22 

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to 
social security and is entitled to realization, through 
national effort and international co-operation and in 
accordance with the organization and resources of 
each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 
indispensable for his dignity and the free development 
of his personality. 


Article 23 

(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice 
of employment, to just and favourable conditions of 
work and to protection against unemployment. 

(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the 
right to equal pay for equal work. 4 

(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and 
favourable remuneration insuring for himself and his 
family an existence worthy of human dignity, and 
supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social 
protection. 

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade 
unions for the protection of his interests. 


Article 24 

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including 
reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic 
holidays with pay. 


Article 25 

(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living 
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and 
of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social services, and the 
right to security in the event of unemployment, sick- 
ness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of 
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special 
care and assistance. All children, whether born in 
or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social pro- 
tection. 


Article 26 

(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education 
shall be free, at least in the elementary and funda- 
mental stages. Elementary education shall be compul- 
sory. Technical and professional education shall be 
made generally available and higher education shall 
be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 
(2) Education shall be directed to the full develop- 
ment of the human personality and to the strengthening 
of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall 
further the activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace. 

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of 
education that shall be given to their children. 


Article 27 

(1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in 
the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts 
and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 
(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the 
moral and material interests resulting from any 
scientific, literary or artistic production of which he 
is the author. 


Article 28 

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order 
in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration can be fully realized. 


Article 29 

(1) Everyone has duties to the community in which 
alone the free and full development of his personality 
is possible. 

(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, 
everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as 
are determined by law solely for the purpose of 
securing due recognition and respect for the rights 
and freedoms of others and of meeting the just re- 
quirements of morality. public order and the general 
welfare in a democratic society. 

(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be 
exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of 
the United Nations. 


Article 30 

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as 
implying for any State. group or person any right to 
engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed 
at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms 
set forth herein. 
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OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY 40° ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA 
OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION DÉCLARATION UNIVERSELLE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS DES DROITS DE L'HOMME 


| W E, THE UNDERSIGNED, reaffirm the principle that all human | | Nous SOUSSIGNES réaffirmons le principe que toute personne a le 
beings are born free and equal in dignity and that every droit de vivre dans la liberté et la dignité et que tous les 
member of Canadian society has the responsibility to membres de la société canadienne ont la responsabilité 
work towards achieving freedom, justice and peace d’oeuvrer à l’atteinte de la liberté, de la justice et de la 
in the world. paix dans le monde. 
| | W E CONFIRM our commitment to the human rights set out in the | | N OUS CONFIRMONS notre engagement envers les droits de la personne 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by tels que décrits dans la Déclaration universelle des droits de 
the United Nations. l’homme adoptée par les Nations Unies. 
W E PLEDGE to collaborate in order to ensure that, in Canada, Nous NOUS ENGAGEONS 4 collaborer afin qu’au Canada 
| YE fundamental rights and freedoms are known | 7 les droits et libertés fondamentales soient connus 
and respected by all. et respectés de tous. 
W E INVITE all members of Canadian society to respect and Nous INVITONS tous les membres de la société canadienne à 
promote the dignity and human rights of everyone in respecter et à promouvoir la dignité et les droits de tous, 
accordance with the principles described in the en accord avec les principes énoncés dans la 
Universal Declaration. Déclaration universelle. 
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